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Newly inaugurated U.S. President Joe Biden carried out his campaign promise to tear up the presidential permit 
keeping the Keystone XL expansion alive on Wednesday, hours after the pipeline owner said it would halt work on 
the project. 


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau expressed disappointment at the news. 


"While we welcome the president's commitment to fight climate change, we are disappointed but acknowledge the 
president's decision to fulfil his election campaign promise on Keystone XL," he said in a brief statement that 
outlined previous efforts to make a case for the project to the incoming administration. 


Calgary-based TC Energy Corp. said Biden's action overturns extensive regulatory reviews that found the pipeline 
would transport needed energy in an environmentally responsible way and bolster North American energy security. 


It also warned the move will lead to the layoffs of thousands of union workers and comes despite the company's 
commitments to use renewable energy to power the pipeline and forge equity partnerships with Indigenous 
communities. 


Alberta Premier Jason Kenney said over 2,000 people have lost their jobs. 


"It is an insult directed at the United States most important ally and trading partner on day one of a new 
administration," Kenney said. 


Kenney called it a gut punch for the Canadian and Alberta economies. 


"The leader of our closet ally retroactively vetoed approval for a pipeline that exists and which is co-owned by 
Canadian government, directly attacking by far the largest part of the Canada U.S. trade relationship, which is our 
energy industry and exports," Kenney said. 


Meanwhile, environmental groups applauded Biden's move. 


"Killing the Keystone XL pipeline once and for all is a clear indication that climate action is a priority for the White 
House," said Dale Marshall, national climate program manager for Canada's Environmental Defence. 


"We should take heed when the biggest customer for Canada's oil kills a pipeline that is already under construction. 
The Keystone XL pipeline never made sense for either the U.S. or Canada." 
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In contrast, Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe said it's "incredibly troubling" that TC Energy has suspended work on 
Keystone XL. 


"Now is the time for our nations to strengthen our trading relationship, not erect further barriers to collaborative and 
sustainable development," he said in a statement. 


Federal Conservative Leader Erin O'Toole called the cancellation of the permit "devastating." 


"We need to get as many people back to work, in every part of Canada, in every sector, as quickly as possible. The 
loss of this important project only makes that harder," he said. 
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